
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

AEEC Spring Conference  
 

"Art Nouveau Energy: Redesigning the Grid for a Sustainable Future" 

 
hosted by TGS Baltic 

15 May 2025 
 

Venue: AC Hotel by Marriott Riga, Dzirnavu Street 33, 1010 Riga, Latvia 
 
 - Program - 
 
Wednesday, 14 May 2025 
 
19:00  [AEEC Members only] Reception and Pre-Conference Dinner at Chefs 

Corner restaurant, a high-end European restaurant included in the 
list of 30 best restaurants in Latvia 
Address: Jeruzalemes iela 5, Riga, Latvia 

 
 
Thursday, 15 May 2025 
 
09:30 – 10:00  Registration and Welcome Coffee 

10:00 – 10:15 Welcome address and opening statements by Ivars Grunte (Managing 
Partner, TGS Baltic, Latvia) and Christian Held (AEEC Chairman, 
Germany) 

10:15 – 12:15  The European Grid Renaissance 

Moderator: Dirk Buschle (BBH Partner, Head of Brussels Office, Belgium) 

Keynotes:  

· The European Grid Action Plan: what is to follow?  
Joachim Balke, European Commission (tbc) 

· Review of the PCI process: what does it take to get the label? 
Catherina Sikow-Magny, Florence School of Regulation (tbc)  

· Innovative models for sustainable grid Investments  
Lutz Landwehr (CEO, Europa-Link, Germany) 

· Building up a hydrogen network from scratch – the German 
experience  
Ulrich Benterbusch, Gascade (tbc) 

 



  

 

 

 

Discussions: An infrastructure for the 21st Century: EVs, BESS, 
hydrogen, heat pumps, carbon capture etc 

Moderator: Paulius Zapolskis (Partner, Head of Energy Industry Group, 
TGS Baltic, Lithuania) 

Panellists:  

· Evita Goša (Enviroment and Legal Director, Schwenk, Latvia) 
· Linda Austere (Policy Engagement Manager, Ignitis Group, Latvia) 
· Renārs Urbanovičs (CEO, Utilitas Wind, Latvia) 
· Mārtiņš Brīniņš (CEO, MP Industries, Latvia) 
· Roberts Samtiņš (CEO, AJ Power, Latvia) 

 

12:15 – 13:30  Lunch Break 

 

13:30 – 14:00  Zooming in I: Regulatory challenges for national networks 

Keynotes: Is there a life after exiting Russian grid?  

· Zane Āboliņa (Head of Legal and Regulatory, Augstsprieguma tīkls, 
Latvia) 

· Laura Zdanaviciene (Head of Legal, Litgrid, Lithuania) 
· Karin Täär (Head of Legal, Elering, Estonia) 

14:00 – 15:30  Discussions: Grid Regulations & Market Access 

Moderator: Triinu Järviste (Partner, Co-Head of Energy Practice Group, 
TGS Baltic, Estonia) 

Panellists: 

· Zane Āboliņa (Head of Legal and Regulatory, Augstsprieguma tīkls, 
Latvia) 

· Alnis Bāliņš (Head of Latvia Office, European Energy, Latvia) 
· Alda Ozola (Head of Regulator, Public Utilities Commission, Latvia) 
· Kristaps Ločmelis (Head of Regulatory, Latvenergo, Latvia) 
· Ministry of Energy and Climate (tbc) 
· Emilio Sani (Sazalex, Italy) 

 
15:30 – 16:00  Coffee Break 
  



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16:00 – 17:00  Zooming in II: Technical challenges for national networks 
   Discussion: Ancillary Services & Balancing Markets 

Keynotes:  

· The Nordic experience in balancing markets (Henri Taskinen (CEO, 
Capalo AI, Finland) 

 

Moderator: Māra Stabulniece (Associate Partner, TGS Baltic, Latvia) 

Panellists: 

· Jolanta Graudone (Head of System Ancillary Service Unit, 
Augstsprieguma tīkls, Latvia) 

· Alda Ozola (Head of Regulator, Public Utilities Commission, Latvia) 
· Henri Taskinen (CEO, Capalo AI, Finland) 
· Esmeralda Balode-Buraka (Head of Legal and Regulatory, Enefit, 

Latvia) 
· Jānis Bethers (Head of Energy Business, Virši, Latvia (tbc)) 

 
17:00 – 17:30 Closing discussion 
 
19:00 Conference Dinner at Restaurant Gutenbergs in a cozy and delightful 

atmosphere with unique view of Old Riga  
 Address: Doma laukums 1, Riga, Latvia 

 
 
 


