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The present study is prepared for the Bulgarian Wind Energy Association and its members by DRP Legal –

the Bulgarian member of the Association of European energy and climate lawyers with the assistance of

the AEEC member law firms and external sources. It aims to provide overview of the legislative

requirements in the different states related to minimum distances between wind tower generators and

populated areas. The information included in this study represents the state of regulations as of may 2025

and does not represent exhaustive study on all legal requirements. Please note that is some states such as

Germany, Austria and Switzerland, the distances may vary depending on the region.

In other states, the distances are set by the local municipalities and often on a case-by-case project basis

depending on the noise and Environmental impact assessment studies results.
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Jurisdiction Minimum distance from borders of populated areas (towns/cities/villages). 

Albania
The determination of distances from towns/villages is on a case-by-case basis upon issuance of the permits and as determined by the Environment Impact Assessment 
Study.

Austria

In Austria, there are differences within the federal states. In Lower Austria, the state with the most intensive development of wind power, the distance to designated 
residential land is 1,200 m. However, the distance to designated residential land in the neighboring municipality is 2,000 m, unless the neighboring municipality agrees to 
a lower limit

Belarus
Bosnia and Herzegovina 2-3 kilometers 
Bulgaria 500 m from populated areas as minimum. 3-5 x rotor blade diameter distance between towers dependig on wind direction, 
Croatia no minimum distance but depends on the noise study. There is minimum noise regulation. 
Cyprus
Czech Republic no statutory minimum but investors use 500-600 m from both populated areas and protected zones 
Denmark 4 times the hub height 
Estonia 1000 to 2000 m 
Finland no minimum distance 
France 500 m 
Germany 1000 m but in some provicnes is stricter. Bavaria uses 10 times the hub height. 

Greece

Towns and settlements with a population of > 2,000 inhabitants or settlements with a population of < 2,000 inhabitants that are classified as dynamic, tourist or 
noteworthy within the meaning of Article 2 of Presidential Decree 24.4/3.5.1985 - 1,000 m from the boundary of the settlement or town plan, as applicable. Traditional 
settlements -1,500 m from the boundary of the settlement. Other settlements - 500 m from the boundary of the settlement. Holy Monasteries - 500 m from the monastery 
boundaries. Detached dwelling (legally existing) Ensuring a minimum noise level of less than 45 db

Hungary 700 m 



Jurisdiction Minimum distance from borders of populated areas (towns/cities/villages). 

Iceland

In Iceland, minimum separation distances between wind turbines and residential areas are typically based on the turbine's height. For turbines up to 100 meters high, a 
distance of at least one mile (1.6 kilometers) is generally recommended. For larger turbines exceeding 100 meters, a distance of at least one and a half miles (2.4 
kilometers) is suggested. 

Republic of Ireland 500 m 

Italy

1. Minimum distance of each wind turbine from residential units with habitability, regularly surveyed and stably inhabited: not less than 200 m.
2. Minimum distance of each wind turbine from built-up areas identified by current urban planning instruments: not less than 6 times the maximum height of the wind 
turbine.

Latvia 800 m but municipalities can impose stricter regulations or longer distances. 
Lithuania 4 times the hub height 
Montenegro 500 m  

Netherlands
in the Netherlands, there's no fixed national legal minimum distance between wind turbines and residential areas. Instead, the distance is determined on a case-by-case 
basis, taking into account factors like noise exposure, shadow flicker, and safety

North Macedonia
The determination of distances from towns/villages is on a case-by-case basis upon issuance of the permits and as determined by the Environment Impact Assessment 
Study.

Poland 700 m 

Portugal

In Portugal, there is no legally fixed minimum distance between wind turbines and residential areas (including individual dwellings or settlements) 
established at the national level. Instead, the applicable distance is determined based on municipal land use planning instruments and the findings of the 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process, where applicable.Municipalities may establish specific restrictions or exclusion zones through their 
Municipal Master Plans (PDMs), which can define areas where the installation of wind farms is either prohibited or subject to additional constraints, 
particularly near: Urban areas; Protected landscapes; Cultural heritage sites. Although not legally binding, a minimum distance of approximately 500 meters 
between turbines and residential dwellings is commonly adopted in practice as a baseline for technical assessments and licensing procedures. In some 
cases, distances of up to 1,000 meters or more may be recommended depending on: Turbine size and height; Local topography and population density; 
Specific sensitivity of the surrounding environment.

Romania no statutory minimum but the distance depends on the EIA assessment. Usually 4-7 km distance is used in practice.  
Serbia no minimum distance but its determined by the municipality during zoning procedures. In practice the minimum is 1 km. 
Slovakia no minimum distance as a rule but determined by the EIA in practice as minimum is between 600 and 1200 m. 
Slovenia no minimum distance but depends on the noise study. There is minimum noise regulation. 

Spain

In Spain, there is no national regulation setting a uniform minimum distance between wind farms and population centers. This is determined by each Autonomous

Community, with regions like Catalunya, Castilla y León, and Galicia establishing minimum distances between 500 and 1,000 meters. These requirements also consider

noise limits set by Royal Decree 1367/2007, and many regions require acoustic study as part of the environmental approval process.

Sweden
No regulation on minimum distances. Permissibility is instead individually determined based on a number of factors such as noise, shadow, safety, impact on the 
landscape, limitations in municipal local plans, etc.

Switzerland depends on the region and the hub height. In practice around 1900 m. 

United Kingdom

No statutory limitation on distrance, but broadly 500 m from residential receptors on basis of a 100 m turbine. Regulations are from 2012.  In Scotland there are no 
minimum distances, but Policy 11 in NPF4 states that potential impacts on communities, nature and other receptors will be important considerations in the decision-
making process. Additionally, the policy requires that project design and mitigation demonstrate how impacts on communities and individual dwellings, including 
residential amenity, visual impact, noise and shadow flicker and cumulative impacts will be addressed. All applications are subject to site-specific assessment.
 
Cumulative impacts are specifically referenced in Policy 11 and are a consideration in the determination of wind farm proposals. Furthermore, Planning Circular 1/2017: 
Environmental Impact Assessment regulations sets out guidance relating to the consideration of cumulative effects.
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